BANC MSS C-A 46 — Departmental Records, Tomos I-111

Finding aid - 126 records - 1822—1826 - Archives of California: A Documentary Calendar of the Savage Transcripts

Provenance. Thomas Savage’s 1876—77 copies (for H.H. Bancroft) of the Spanish- and Mexican-era government records of Alta
California, made at the U.S. Surveyor-General’s office; the originals burned in the 1906 San Francisco fire, leaving these transcripts the
sole record. Manuscripts: Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley (BANC MSS C-A 46); digitized microfilm on the Internet
Archive (168036065_81_8_regular). This calendar is an independent, Al-assisted index with published error rates — verify any record
against the manuscript scan before citing (searchable, with scan links: archivesofcalifornia.com). Coverage: complete

Date Doc Record Orig. p. Scan
1822-12-19 1 Re a plan against correspondence delay — the fastest route is via the Presidio 1 ni

de Loreto, but a small vessel must be stationed there; even so the round-trip

lag is ~6 mo...
1822-12-19 2 (Doc damaged) — re receipt of certain documents 1-2 ni
1822-12-19 3 Circulates a R.O. of 4 Jul — the *Batallén de urbanos* classes who served 44 2 n2

yrs w/ honor may retire with *fuero criminal* & uniform (as
oficial/sargento/cabo/soldado)

1822-12-19 4 The armament crisis: the province is defenseless if a foreign power turns 2—4 n2
hostile; the arms stock is grossly short (the *fusiles* unserviceable/broken);
requests, via th...

1822-12-19 5 Acknowledges the 6-article decree pardoning deserters — asks whether they 3 n4
fled before or after the *'voz de independencia'* was published in the Province

1822-12-19 6 'Llegada de Buques' — the Russian frigate *Apollo* (from St. Petersburg via 3—4 n5
Sitka, emdr. Trussoff[?], ~120 crew, armed) arrives at San Francisco to
refresh/repair, bound...

1823-01-30 7 'Defensa del Territorio' — 1823 defense report: the province incapable of 4-5 n5
resisting another power; requests 25 quintals of fine powder (fusil/carbine
cartridges) + 5 can...

1823-01-30 8 Reports the peaceful transition on taking charge of the province (no novelty; 6 ny
adhesion to the current government; hopes the habilitacion is provided)

1823-04-03 9 Re the Ministry's manifesto on the conspiracy discovered in the capital 6 n8
[Mexico City] (26 Aug) — circulated & published in the province

1823-04-03 10 'Coronacion de Iturbide': the Sovereign Constituent Congress's proclamation 6 ng

& coronation of Agustin de Iturbide as Emperor (Agustin I) verified &
recognized in California

1823-04-03 11 'Proclamacion del Emperador': the *acta* of the jura & proclamation of 6—7 nio
Emperor Agustin I, sworn before the Exma. Diputacién Provincial & all the
inhabitants
1823-04-03 12 Re the R. decree on the descuento (fiscal) 6-7 nio
1823-04-03 13 Re the sovereign decree (20 Aug) on the dietas (per diems) of the 7-8 nii

Diputaciones of each province + their correspondence — 'y no menos en la
Diputacién Provincial de esta ...

1823-04-10 14 'Mision de Sta Cruz': forwards the representations of the Ministros of 8-9 ni2
Missions San Francisco de Asis (Fr. José Altimira) & Santa Cruz (Fr. Luis Gil
de Taboada) to suppr...

1823-05-30 15 'Indice de ejemplares': encloses the index of printed & MS exemplars received 9 nis

& circulated for public intelligence in the province the past year

1823-05-30 16 'Recibo de Gaceta': received the extraordinary Gazette of the Sup. Imperial 9-10 ni4
Gov. (Tues 28th); manifests his vigilance over malcontents/disturbers of
public order

1823-05-30 17 'Recibo de Oficio": re H.M.'s decree on the Diputaciéon Provincial de Puebla's 10 ni4

representation restricting the liberty of importation of various articles of
commerce
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Record

'Recibo de Oficio': re the Junta Nacional Instituyente del Imperio Mexicano
(decreed 5 Jan 1823)

'Recibo de Oficio': received the reserved MS oficio of 19 Dec 1822 (N.1,
*marginado reservado*)

re oficio of 3 Feb (Min. de Hacienda / the Dec decree); will comply

'Recibo de Ejemplares': re the 'justos motivos' S.M. el Emperador [Iturbide]
had to dissolve the Constituent Congress & substitute a Junta representing
the nation (Oct 1...

'Recibo de Decreto': received (oficio 21 May) the Sob. Decreto on the
sovereignty of the Nation; published at once

'Eleccion de Presidente': informed of the election of the Sob. Congreso's
president; celebrated a solemn Te Deum w/ prayers & litanies

re the Sob. Congreso's order that the name 'Tmperial' be substituted by
'Nacional' in establishments

received (oficio 14 Apr) the provisional reglamento for the Milicia Civica,
expedited by the Sob. Congreso Constituyente

will comply w/ the Sob. Decreto of 14 Apr describing the escudo de armas 'y
pabellon nacional (national arms & flag)

informed of the Sob. Decreto of 16 Apr: hold as traitor whoever proclaims
Don Agustin de Iturbide or promotes him as Emperor

'Nombramiento de Secretario': informed the Sup. Poder Ejecutivo named
Exmo. Sr. Dn. Lucas Alaman Secretary of State & of the Despacho de
Relaciones Ext. é Int.

'Llegada de un Buque': the English merchantman *Joven Tartaro* (Capt.
Guillermo/William Smith), from Lima in 47 days, brings word the forts of
Callao were retaken by the...

'Naufragio de un Buque': reports the loss of the sole ship at Loreto (Baja) &
the govt commission on it

accompanies the Acta celebrated on the repartimiento de tierras (land
distribution)

re the note of effects needed; suggests remitting worked tobacco (powder &
leaf)

informed compliance was carried out of the Sob. Decreto of 9 May 1822

second same-day note: the citizens Manuel Luna, José Catalino & Santiago
Vengos[?], once presented, 'seran atendidos con preferencia' *(v read vs scan
n27, 2026-07-02 ve...

'Miserias de Tropa' — the garrison's 'continuos clamores... las miserias y
escaseces en ge se hallan'; on this troop rests 'la seguridad de esta prove y
custodia de ntras ...

'Escasez de efectos’ — since arriving at this presidio in January, 'no han sido

mas ge puras lamentaces' over the soap shortage afflicting 'todos los individes

deesta ...

the San Juan Capistrano *proceso* — & CORRECTED vs scans n29—n30
(2026-07-02 verify pass; the old row's '1824—25?", 'header not read,' and
'referred to the Bishop' were ...

'Lista': returns to the Padre Presidente the lists sent w/ his oficio of 11 Feb —
% date CORRECTED vs scan n30 (2026-07-02 verify pass; dateline reads
'1823 = Mzo 4 = Sa...

'Fallecimiento del R. Prefecto': condoles on the death (Apr 1823) of the
Comisario Prefecto of the missions Fr. Mariano Payeras (Savage's abbrev.
reads 'Mar.n/Mart. Paye...

THE SONOMA FOUNDING DOSSIER: recounts that commissioner Fr.

Agustin Fernandez de San Vicente, the late Prefect Payeras & the Ministers of
Mission San Francisco resolved ...
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returns Altimira's representation, elevated to the Exma. Diputacion; referred
by triplicate to the Sob. Congreso for approval

returns Taboada's representation in favor of Mission Santa Cruz; the
Diputacion resolved; referred to the Sob. Congreso

a long mission-lands / secularization argument: the soldiers 'han sacrificado
su descanso y juventud' defending the province; the missions once claimed
'cuantos terrenos...

re a dispute & satirical writings involving citizen 'Manuel' & 'Josefa’ of that
mission against the 'imaginario Ayuntamiento'; how satires ought to be
handled

'Fallecimiento de un Padre': the death of Fr. José Sefian, President, Vicar,
Ecclesiastical Judge & Prelate of the missions (news received the 8th); the
interim charge fa...

carries forward the Diputacién's Sonoma transfer: aggregating the Asistencia
de San Rafael (=5 yrs founded); Mission SF declining (neophytes segregated),
the SF pueblo s...

Sonoma dossier cont.: names the site Sonoma under Fr. Altimira; the law
charges the missions with promoting agriculture, industry & commerce;
weighs Payeras's & Fernande...

'Marcha de Capellan': Capt. José Romero of the Tucson presidio marches to
Mission San Gabriel to arrange his return to Tucson — the Romero / Anza-
route reopening expedit...

'"Publicacién de Bando' *(OUT OF SEQUENCE — back-filled 1822)*: re the
San Carlos (Monterey) presidio officers' representation to Sola about the
Bando he published (Nov) ...

re Sola's credential as California's diputado (deputy) to the Mexican Congress;
the province cannot fund the dietas given distance & poverty

"Tranquilidad de la Prov.": transmits a copy of his Hacienda oficio; names Sola
the province's 'representante, el 6rgano y primer movil' [its deputy in Mexico]

SPANISH SQUADRON SURRENDER at Monterey: after the commission
Argiiello named went aboard the *Asia* & the crews swore 'el solemne
juramento de sujetarse 4 las leyes de lo...

'Armamento’: requests munitions & powder from the surrendered *Asia* for
the near-empty Monterey & San Francisco batteries ('muy escasos...
principalm.te la Bateria de S. ...

'Hostilidad de los Rusos': his spirit agitated since the commissioner warned
him of the Russians' 'intentonas hostiles' toward the province (Fort Ross);
consoled that pe...

notifies him of the *Asia* & *Constante*'s arrival & capitulation to the
Mexican Nation (encloses a copy of the acta de Capitulacion); the Mexican
flag hoisted on both; ...

criminal sentence: Figueroa[?] (2 yrs presidio + grillete at Monterey public
works) & José Castro (accomplice) for a robbery; both held since 26 Nov; the
Santa Cruz esco...

'Derechos': returns the duties account of an American brig (fwd by Sol4) —
amounts unverified + missing the 6% extraction

a ratification matter re Antonio Vallejo & Capt. Noriega (arms of Acapulco) —
the officer cannot attend

a disciplinary matter ('la inmoralidad’) re Antonio Vallejo & Alf. graduado
José Sanchez (Socio Fiscal)

'Cargamento del Bergantin Buldacoff': the Russian (RAC) brig *Buldakov*
trading at San Francisco — permitted to buy wheat for goods & silver; duties
set (6% extraction o...

'Misiones': asks (via P. Pres. Sarria) Missions Santa Clara & San José to
furnish 250 fanegas galleta/wheat + pifiole, frijol, manteca
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1823-10-18

1823-10-18

1824-01-12

1823-11-12

1823

1823-11-11

1824-02-16
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1823

Doc

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80
81

82

Record

the Diputacion's tax-collection order — presidio habilitados to collect
*propios y arbitrios* per the Diputacion's act; 5% gratification

'Llegada de Buque': American brigs at SF (the 12th) — Capt. Timothy Doggett
+a2nd

'Pesca de Nutria': the junta de oficiales & Exma. Diputacion establish a
provincial sea-otter fishery for the province's benefit; prohibits Carlos
(Charles) Smith's priv...

'Arribada de Buque': arrival of a frigate of American commerce

the Romero/Cocomaricopa expedition: the presidios' cavalry 'desmontadas y
desarmadas'; the guide 'José el Cocomaricopa'; overland march set for 26 Apr

'Armamento’: the arms-box (cajon) at San Gabriel; mules from the missions;
provisioning the expedition

'Retirada de Expedicion': the retreat of the Romero/Estudillo Colorado-river
expedition (40 men under Lt. José Maria Estudillo); heavy loss of horses 'a
pesar de la penu...

the expedition to retreat via Loreto (Baja); the presidios 'desmontadas,
desarmadas... inttil para emplearse'; a personal letter fretting over Romero
crossing Yuma territo...

'Reunion de Milicianos de Artilleria': muster the artillery militia at SF; report
existing/vacant places

'Cobro de Dros. Nacionales': Lt. José Estrada commissioned to collect
national duties (156 p.) from the Russian brig *Buldakov* at the Santa Cruz
roadstead; Cpl. Rodrigu...

militia muster (=dup of 67)

arobbery case at SF — soldiers Antonio Garcia, Francisco Avellano, Anacleto
Balcézar & José M2 Romero robbed the houses of Subte. José Ramirez & the
troop's provisions ...

mobilize the militia & utiles invalids of San José under arms (Subte. Francisco
Manso) — the Feb-1824 alarm

march the San José militia/infantry toward Mission San Luis Obispo — the
northern presidios' response to the 1824 Chumash Revolt

1824 CHUMASH REVOLT suppression order: a 'fatiga militar’'
Monterey—San Luis Obispo to investigate the 'alarma’ of La Purisima, Sta
Cruz[?] y Santa Inés; imprison the rin...

circular: the proclamation & jura of Emperor Agustin I (Iturbide) to be
solemnized at each presidio (=dup theme of Docs 10—11)

promulgation, publication & jura of the FEDERAL CONSTITUTION of the
United Mexican States (1824) in California; return certification

order to collect & withdraw ALL copies (printed & MS) of the Spanish
Constitution [1812] — superseded by the Mexican federal charter

THE CONSTITUTIONAL-STATUS DOCUMENT: recounts the installation of
the Exma. Diputacion on 9 Nov 1822 (names the vocales: José Antonio
Carrillo, Francisco Ortega, José Pal...

a desertion: Capt. Smith of the packet-boat *Africa* reports 2—3 sailors
deserted by boat at night with ~8 days' provisions, taking a mulatto

criminal case vs. neophytes Policarpa (Mission Santa Inés) & Francisco
(Mission SF) for burglary/robbery of the presidio warehouse; asks whether
ex-Gov. Sola already sen...

re 2 Indians, Pedro & Gorgonio

organizing the Compaiiia de Milicias Nacionales — ages 15—55;
sergeants/corporals named; the Ayuntamiento to propose members

fiscal: the San Diego Habilitacion to collect duties from ships at San Pedro /
the mission / Los Angeles
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1823-05-26
1823

1823-09-27

1824-04-15

1824 (early)

1824

1824-04-27

1824

1823-05-26

1823-05-26

1823-06-10

1823-06-10

n.d.

n.d.

1824-07-31

1823-01-30

1824

1825-01-15

1825-04-16

1825-05-02
1824-01-03
1824-02-09

1824-08-13

1824-09-20
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Record
'Propuesta de Invalidos': forwards the invalids' proposal to S.M.

deserters from a detachment; a sumaria re Fabregat; escort to Santa Barbara;
Capt. José Maria Ruiz cmdr.

3 soldiers deserted (the 16th) from the San Buenaventura escort

1824 CHUMASH REVOLT battle report: Capt. José de la Guerra's
confidential parte — Lt. Narciso Fabregat's 50-man division fought a 3V/2-
hour action ('una accién refiida') ag...

court-martial *proceso* vs. José Antonio Rodriguez for a 'sublevacion,'
delayed because officers are occupied in the 'pacificacion de dhos. naturales'
(the Chumash Revol...

Indian-conflict narrative: of 15 [neophyte auxiliaries] who fought, 14 (all
Christians) died; the gentiles & the Santa Catarina auxiliary didn't engage;
days later ~40 ...

re Capt. José Romero's expedition to California & its retreat (replying to
Urrea's 30-Jan Arispe letter)

'Sublevacién de Indios': the revolt of the 3 Indian pueblos (Santa Barbara, San
Luis [Obispo], La Purisima — the Chumash Revolt) reduced partly by the
indulto; Romero's ...

'"Proceso Militar': vs. José Caniedo, in charge of the San Juan Capistrano escort

'"Proceso Militar': declarations (Cpl. José Osuna et al.) re a disturbance —
'Sublevada la Misioén de San Juan Capistrano’

'Proclamacion de Iturbide': the jura of Emperor Agustin I at that presidio (26
Apr) — dup theme

'Buque Mercante Estrangero': the English frigate 'Loriot'[?] & a brig — cargo
manifests

'Soldados': ensign replacement — Santiago Alvarado replaced by soldier José
de los Reyes Aguilar

re Capt. José Romero at San Gabriel; expedition provisioning via Mission San
Miguel

'Robo de Caballada': Indian raiders drove off a caballada of 140 head from the
national rancho (night of the 1st); pursuit; per the 30 Jun order, Alf. Santiago
Argiiello ...

artillery/defense report (variant of Doc 7): 25 qq fine + 50 qq ordinary
powder + 8 cannon (24 & 18 cal.); guns all small-caliber except SF = '3
cafiones de 4 24' A(Doc 7...

fuller Chumash Revolt synthesis: only Santa Barbara left to reduce; the
Indians' 'Plan... acabar con todos nosotros... con la gente de razoén' & return to
'su libertad antigu...

reports the departure of the [Russian] warship-frigate for St. Petersburg (the
*Apollo*)

promotions for Lt. José Estrada & Francisco Pacheco for merit against the
rebel Indians of Missions Santa Inés & La Purisima (Chumash Revolt) —
*confirms the revolt miss...

official report of the Spanish squadron's surrender — the Navio *Asia* & brig
*Constante* 'solicitando entregarse a la federacion'

the troop for San Gabriel/San Diego; Capt. Romero's departure (5 Dec); the
presidios' shortage

William Hartnell to place [goods] at the commander's disposal

33 muskets w/ bayonets, 12 powder cartridges, 1,000 flints shipped via the
Colombian schooner *Constancia* to the San Diego presidio — *arms finally
arriving®

the Diputacion requiring the lists of duties collected 1821-23

Orig. p.
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Date Doc Record Orig. p. Scan

n.d. 107 a friendly personal letter — rain & the river; 'Santiago' & 'mi Estudillo’; 254 n258
Manuel Machado's land memorial (not to prejudice neighboring missions);
ongoing gentile stock...

1824 108 invalids' pay/certification admin — the Comisario's monthly *supervivencia®* 268-269 n27y2
certifications for pensioners in the pueblos & mission-servants

1824 109 'Indice de los oficios dirigidos al Mtro. de Hacienda' (1824) — an internal 199 n272
index leaf (the volume has per-ministry indices)

1824 110 the Richardson debt: jail [William] Richardson with a grillete if he doesn't pay 284 n288
the 300 p. he owes within 24 hrs; other creditors (Hartnell, Fr. Mellognen[?])
awaiting;...

1824-02-01 111 'Sueldo 4 Soldados': 2 corporals + a soldier; pay cut per the 'nuevo plan'; the 284 n288
junta general

1825-01-25 112 recruiting/appointments (cabos José Fernandez, Pablo Pacheco) at the 227 n3o4
Monterey presidio

1825-01-25 113 floods (rivers 'salido de madre') delay the mail; severe food shortages at all 227 n304

presidios (Monterey, Sta Barbara, San Diego); a ward (Ignacio Arenal) matter

1825 113 the otter/foreign-contract grievance: protests forcing the "‘pobre soldado de 316—317 n320
California q. gana un R.I' to pay foreign (Hartnell / "Macala'[?]) contract
prices; the Aran...

1825-05-21 114 the troops 'violentos y exasperados' over supplies; demands a prompt 257—258 n336
resolution from the missions or he'll resort to 'medios violentos' — the
military—mission subsistenc...

1825-10-18— 115 THE ECHEANDIA TRANSITION begins — the volume shifts from Argiielloto  13—-14 n350
Gov. José Maria de Echeandia (from San Diego, Oct 1825): brief orders (a
meeting; a brig's watering;...

1825-11-24—26 116 brief orders: Vicente Villa (sobresal. $18/mo); Romero to halt for lack of 29-30 n360
viveres; Portilla to suspend his march to San Gabriel; 'los del escuadroén [the
ex-*Asia*/*Cons...

(misc) 117 Savage's note that pp.49—100 DUPLICATE pp.1-5 (folios 1—23) — validates 99—-100 n370
the back-third being recycled; + a curious 1841 self-memorializing 'epopeya’
by the 19-yr-old cle...

18257 118 a Baja-frontier port-siting document: praises a new bay (near Magdalena / 120-124 n38o0
the Guaymas coast) for a poblacién — deep water, a good spring, mission
harvests — over Loreto'...

1825 119 structure: '(Book 12)... Cuaderno borrador de los oficios al Ministro de 31-33 n390
Justicia y negocios eclesiasticos, 1825' + '(Fin del tomo XII)' — the volume is
organized into Sav...

1826 (Apr) 120 Savage note '(Las cartas que siguen son de Argiiello, fechadas de Monterey)' + 71—75 n400
the 1826 Argiiello Monterey tail (brief index orders — Estrada: 'no se han
medido los terren...

1825 (Aug—Oct) 121 1825 brief orders: to José Romero (congratulated on promotion to Coronel; 94-104 n408
retreat via the Colorado), José Figueroa (re Romero's return to Sonora),
Portilla (arms repair)...

1826-04-27 122 re a sumaria vs. Lt. Antonio Valle (Almacenes Nacionales); '(Fin del tomo 105 n4i1
XV)'
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